
on Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
Commemorating unsung National Heroes



Introduction

Shri Sundara Sastri Satyamurti, one of 
the leading freedom fighters in the province of Madras. 
Although he was a Gandhian, he disagreed with his 
policy decisions on many occasions. He was a member 
of the Central Legislative Assembly from 1935-1943, and 
Mayor of the Corporation of Madras from November 
1939-November 1940. He participated in protests 
against the Partition of Bengal, Rowlatt Act, the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre, the Simon Commission and 
was jailed for his activities during the Quit India 
Movement
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Early life and education

S. Satyamurti was born at Tirumayam in Pudukkottai state on 19 August 
1887. At school he was a fine and diligent student. He graduated from 
renowned Madras Christian College and later went on to practice law as 
an advocate before entering in the nationalist movement. He entered 
politics at an early age and won college elections. He was known for his 
honesty, his integrity, his belief in racial, communal and religious 
harmony and equality, and his firm belief in constitutional government 
and parliamentary democracy in India. He was also noted to be strongly 
opposed to the Caste System in Hinduism.     



Promoter of the arts
Bharatanatyam

Shri Satyamurti was an enthusiastic promoter of theatre 
and the performing arts. He took the lead in arranging 
Hindustani musical concerts in Madras city. He served as 
president of Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Madras, and 
Chairman of Board of Studies in Music.



As a mayor of madras

Poondi reservoir

As a mayor he constructed the Poondi
reservoir to solve drinking water scarcity 
in the city and was the first to launch 
the beautification scheme for the city 
with the help of volunteers of various 
social service organizations.                                



Quit India movement 

Satyamurti was arrested numerous times by the British. 
He was arrested in 1930 while trying to hoist the Indian 
flag atop Parthasarathy Temple in Madras. He was also 
actively involved in the Swadeshi movement and was 
arrested in 1942 for performing 'Individual satyagraha' 
at the height of the Quit India Movement.

He was chosen as a delegate to represent the cause of Indian freedom several times. He 
visited England on two occasions – with respect to the bill that was to become the 
Government of India Act (1919), and for pleading the case of Indian freedom (1925), 
respectively –leading a constructive role.



Shri Satyamurti died at General Hospital, Madras on 
28 March 1943. He was a highly regarded politician of 
rare abilities, deeply mourned by his colleagues and the 
people of Madras Presidency, to whom he had 
dedicated his life to bringing freedom and justice. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S._Satyamurti


